
IHSI Garden Club Newsletter November 2025 edition  

IPSWICH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY INC. GARDEN 

CLUB (founded 1866) 

Welcome to the November 2025 edition. 

Website Link:  https://ipswichhortgardenclub.com.au 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Ho Ho Ho !! 

This spectacular display by Gemma as her floral art entry in November deserves front 

page for probably my last Newsletter of the Year (apart from a mini edition in 

December) as it so well describes the Committee’s Christmas wishes to everyone.   

 

Elected AGM 15  March 2025 

Office Bearers 2 0 2 5:  

Patron Councillor Jim Madden  

President: Sandra Logue  0411 066 787 

Vice President: Colin Power 

Treasurer: Patrick Smith 

Secretary: Helen Farley 0498 205705  

Committee: Lenora Neuendorff, Tina Holland, Helen Reich, Sandra 

Harvey, Anita Dwyer, Lynette Rose 

https://ipswichhortgardenclub.com.au/
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Assistant and Points Secretary: Sandra Harvey  

Honorary Member Rob Wilson (Mountain Man) 

Stewards: Ashley Haag 

Patrick Smith 

Sandra Harvey 

Librarian: Anita Dwyer 

Raffle Convenor: Patrick Smith/Colin Power 

 Afternoon Tea Convenor: Tina Holland 

 

Dates for your Diary:  

 

27 November 2025 IHSI – Christmas Lunch/Trophy Day Mi Hi Tavern – Brassall – 

please bring your secret Santa wrapped ($20.00) and wear your best 

Xmas outfit. We will choose from the menu on the day (own cost) – 

if you have not given me your name, please do so asap – as I will 

confirm soon (partners welcome).  If partners wish to receive a secret 

Santa – please bring two items wrapped 

13 December 2025 Last Meeting of the Year – informal basis – The Q – 70 Ipswich 

Boonah Road, Purga – 12. 30 p.m. own cost $19.00 after lunch we 

will discuss guest speakers etc for the new year and have a basic 

meeting. 

14 February 2026 Our first IHSI meeting/bench day for the year (Valentine’s Day).   

14 March 2026 IHSI AGM & Club Day  

10 & 11 April 2026 QCGC Plant & Floral Fair 

18 April 2026 IHSI – Celebrates 167 years of friendship through flowers  

 

Welcome to the visitors at our November meeting: Deselene Abraham; Wendy Lord; Merran 

Wilson and Andrew Hislop.  A very warm welcome to you all.  We hope to see you back with 

us into the New Year.  (We acknowledge we had some audio issues at our November meeting 

making it difficult to hear above the noise of the ceiling fans, but we will endeavour to have 

this issue rectified for February 2026.   

   

 

Our Club November 2025 Meeting –  It was pleasing to see a room full of members and 

visitors with a shared interest in gardening, plants etc. Our memberships are increasing (with 

few apologies).  This is what the committee has been striving for during the last three years – 

to bring the club back to its former glory.  Remember everyone is welcome – bring your wife, 

neighbour, taxi driver, dentist, anyone who may be interested in hearing a guest speaker on a 

topic they have an interest in, sharing a cuppa and a chat. 

 

 

Trevallan Lifestyle Centre – Christmas Shopping - Reminder – you can buy wonderful gifts 

and plants at Trevallan Lifestyle Centre, while having a cup of coffee and a relax in the 

beautiful Garden.  Support this great local business. 

77 Fernvale Road, Brassall (open Tuesday to Sunday) 
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Judge’s comments – David Stephenson 

was our Judge.  Our benches were down on 

exhibits, and I think we can blame mother 

nature and the recent hailstorm that ripped 

most of our gardens to a sea of “cuttings”!.  

Well, it did mine anyway.  Many hours of 

raking and cleaning up.  David said of the 

exhibits we presented that there were some 

lovely exhibits on the benches, particularly 

in the pot plants and awarded the Best 

Exhibit of the Show to Ashley with the 

beautiful gladioli and the best cut flower to 

Patrick with his rose.  Thank you David.  

 

 

Missing Photos 

New Editor for 2026 
 

 

 

We have much talent among our members that goes untold and unnoticed because we don’t 

get to know our newer members well enough. I have drafted up the newsletter for 3 years now 

and I feel I have a little too much to do club wise – so I am handing the job over to a very 

experienced member – Melissa Barton.  Melissa will take over the task from me in the New 

Year – so she will be eager for your input, things you want others to know about etc.  Thank 

you, Melissa.  This will be my last newsletter, apart from a mini edition in December 2025. 

 

A special Christmas Wish from a Member to you all – Whilst Desolie is not capable of 

joining us anymore, she is always at the end of the email and although I have never met her, I 

feel I know her very well.  I thought it best to print Desolie’s Christmas Wishes to you all, 

which are below: 

To those who entered our photo competition at 
the last spring show, would you please look 
through your returned photos to ensure you 
have not inadvertently taken some photos that 
don’t belong to you. Cheryl’s photos are missing 
and I’m sure she’d love to have them back? 
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Dear Deslie – thank you and on behalf of all of us – we send you all the very best 
for Christmas and the New Year.    

Lots of love from us all at the Ipswich Horticultural Society Inc. Garden Club! 
 

Now hiring for 0 Wages -  Someone to organise Club Outings for 2026.  It can be anything 

you think we gardeners might be interested in !! Perhaps join with a club friend and organise 

together or even one each.  Let me know if you’d like to have a go.  

 
AGM – 2026 - This will be at the March Meeting.  At a lot of clubs’ members think  … Oh no !!! not 
the AGM, if I go to the meeting I may be lumbered with a job !!!  Well, if you fall asleep in the middle 
you might wake up the President! or worse, the 
Secretary!!   But we try not to let that happen, by  having it 
all sorted before the meeting – so it takes up 
basically 10 minutes and then we get on with the 
meeting as per usual.  However, if you would like to 
be involved and be on our committee next year, please 
let me know.  We are always looking for new people with new ideas.1 
That’s how we keep the club fresh with new ideas and views.2 
(Why do keyboards never sleep?  Because they have two “shifts”.) 
 
160th  Celebrations on 18 April 2026 – as IHSI celebrates 160 years of friendship through flowers. 
Hope this date is in everyone’s diary – we will be asking for attendances in the new year – at this 
point, does anyone in our club garden club community have an “graphic design experience” that 
could assist the committee in putting together some history for placemats that can be laminated 
and can go home with guests attending the event. ? Please let myself or Sandra know. 

 
1– Thank you Gemma for putting your hand up to join the committee next year.  
2 Membership Fees will be due first meeting next year as usual.   

Dear Helen 
Many thanks for keeping me on your mailing 
list.  While I am no longer capable of 
attending  anything,  I was very involved in the 
IHSI   for over 20 years and have never lost 
interest  . 
I wish you all well for your final gatherings of the 
year.  Hope Santa brings everyone some great 
goodies for their garden. 
Would you please extend my very best wishes 
and love to all your members. 
All  the  best  to  everyone  for  2026.    Lotsa luv . 
. .  Desolie 
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Guest Speaker Karen Walker – 

Desert Roses 
 
Karen drew a lot of interest as she is 
well known as the “Desert Rose & 
Pot Lady” and you will find Karen at 
most Garden Shows/Events.  She 
joined us with a lovely selection 
and presented a very informative 
power point presentation.  The term 
"desert rose" can refer to two 
different origins: the plant Adenium 
obesum from sub-Saharan Africa 
and the Arabian Peninsula.  The 
plant's swollen stem allows it to 

store water (caudex).  Best grown from seeds and in full sun without overwatering in the cooler 
months they are a relatively easy plant to have in your garden.  Karen’s preferred care regime 
includes Osmocote Controlled Release, Power Feed, Seasol and Fish Emulson. The plants are 
dormant in the cooler months and require infrequent watering to avoid “rotting” of the caudex.  
Gauze bags provide a good cover when the seed pods form before they open and are ready to 
pick to prevent the seeds “flying away” to never be seen again.  Follow Karen on her FB page 
where she happily answers all your questions.  Google tells me:  They are more related to 
Alamandas, Oleanders and Frangipanis. Desert Roses typically bloom for several weeks 
throughout spring and summer. 
 
(Beres certainly enjoyed the talk as Desert Roses are her “passion” and she treated herself to a 
few purchases.) 
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Some photos from our show benches above. 

 
 

From the Committee:  If we don’t see you at our Christmas Presentation Day or the last Informal 
meeting of the year, from us all – Merry Christmas and safe and happy holidays. 

Take care, be safe,  and we welcome everyone back in 2026. 
 

… 


