
IHSI Garden Club Newsletter December 2025 edition  

IPSWICH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY INC. GARDEN 

CLUB (founded 1866) 

Welcome to the December 2025 edition. 

Website Link:  https://ipswichhortgardenclub.com.au 

 

Elected AGM 15  March 2025 

Office Bearers 2 0 2 5:  

Patron Councillor Jim Madden  

President: Sandra Logue  0411 066 787 

Vice President: Colin Power 

Treasurer: Patrick Smith 

Secretary: Helen Farley 0498 205705  

Committee: Lenora Neuendorff, Tina Holland, Helen Reich, Sandra 

Harvey, Anita Dwyer, Lynette Rose 

Assistant and Points Secretary: Sandra Harvey  

Honorary Member Rob Wilson (Mountain Man) 

Stewards: Ashley Haag 

Patrick Smith 

Sandra Harvey 

Librarian: Anita Dwyer 

Raffle Convenor: Patrick Smith/Colin Power 

 Afternoon Tea Convenor: Tina Holland 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

14 February 2026 IHSI Meeting – set up from 12.30 p.m. (if benching) 

Guest Speaker – Wendy Lord (Propagation/Alternate Method) 

Judge – Our own lovely Helen Murray 

14 March 2026 IHSI Meeting  

AGM (brief and before our General Meeting) 

Guest Speaker – will be from The Aquatic Garden (Chuwar) – 

Topic: Growing Plants in Water 

Judge – Anne Baster 

9 April (set up), 10 & 11 

April 2026 

QCGC Plant & Floral Fair (Mt Coot-tha Auditorium) 

18 April 2026 IHSI 160th Celebrations – Masonic Hall – Eileen Street  Booval 

11.00 for 11.30 am. 

https://ipswichhortgardenclub.com.au/
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2 May 2026 IHSI Open Show – Market Day  

7 November 2026 IHSI Open Show – Market Day  

 

 

QCGC Xmas Celebrations and Biennial Award 

 

The event was held on 26 November at Mt Coot-tha 

Auditorium with our nominee Dawn Jones looking 

lovely for the occasion.  I think Dawn just missed the 

winning nomination by a friend of hers who had 

contributed to her club for 62 years as opposed to 

Dawn’s 58.  But to IHSI Dawn is our champion. She was 

presented with her Certificate by Professor Nimmo and 

if you are on Facebook, you will have seen the photos.  

Congratulations to Dawn for her continued dedication to 

the Ipswich Horticultural Society.  

 

A special shout out to a member of our club also – Mr 

Brian Heath who took out the award at the QCGC for 

Most Contribution to the Community by an Individual – 

Brian was nominated by the Glebe Garden Club at the event – a very well-deserved award – 

congratulations to Brian.  

 
IHSI Christmas Celebrations/Trophy Day 

 
27 November – Mihi Tavern.  Firstly, a huge thank you for our patron, Councillor Madden for taking 
time out of his busy schedule to join us and present the trophies for 2025, together with his 
donation of the lovely hamper won by Anita Dwyer for her successful answers to President 
Sandra’s Quiz.   The Mihi decorated the Railway Room in a lovely festive spirit, and I think we all 
enjoyed the air conditioning on that very hot day. We had some very proud winners on the day as 
you will see from some of the photos. 
 
A thank you also goes to our Honorary Member Mr Robert Wilson who capably assisted 
Councillor Madden in presenting the awards and who also took time off from his busy role with 
Botanical Gardens to join us.  Thank you, Rob.   
 
I think a good time was had by all and we were delighted to see the effort Lenora had put into 
her outfit and she was for sure the female winner for the day for the best Christmas costume. 
Patrick has asked me to pass this joke on to you all – which he pulled out of his bon bon –  
 

 
 
 
 

What is the most popular gardening magazine in 
the world??  
Weeder’s Digest of course ! 
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Treasurer – Patrick.   
Pat puts a lot of work into our Club, particularly around show times and Christmas time.  I want 
to send a big shout out to Pat from everyone in the club for all his hard work – sometimes it is easy 
to forget the work that goes on behind the scenes and to just turn up and enjoy an event, but 
hours are spent by Pat around trophy time, rounding up trophies, organising engraving, payments 
of prize money etc.  Thank you, Pat, for everything on behalf of the Club and enjoy your well-
earned Christmas break. 
 
Points Secretary – Sandra Harvey – A big thanks to Sandra who so diligently has continued to do 
the Points Secretary role throughout the year for us.  Thank you, Sandra. 
All these people continue to help to keep our club going. 
 
Floral Art for February 2026 will be: 

1. A Posy Bowl 
2. Flower Power 
3. Summer’s End 

 
We start the year with Sandra Logue and me bringing lucky door prizes for our February 2026 
meeting.  The roster will be at the sign in table for the remainder of the year please.  $20.00 is all 
that needs to be spent maximum,  and no one is obliged to spend that much.  It can be a nice 
plant you have grown at home.   
 

Judge for February:   Our own Lovely: Helen Murray 
 
Annual General Meeting 2026 
Notice will be formally given by separate email to every one of the AGM to be held on 14 March 
2026 at the beginning of the meeting together with notice of any special resolutions (if any). I will 
ask Councillor Madden to Chair the AGM and continue in his role as our Patron for our Club in 
2026 if he so wishes.  All positions on the Committee will be declared vacant and at the 
meeting in February nomination forms will be available to all members to vote – you may 
nominate yourself if you wish – Please consider a role on the committee.  You may wish to 
nominate for President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer (or even as an assistant to one of 
these roles?). Assistant and Points Secretary will be on offer as well as the General  Committee 
positions.   
 
Melissa Barton will take over as Editor of the newsletter in the new year.  So, anything you’d like 
to see in the newsletters can be directed to Melissa direct or through someone on the committee.  
Thank you, Melissa, – one less job for me.    
 
We will also be looking for two “Visitor Hosts” or “Greeters” in the new year.  Often, we have 
visitors, and I nor Sandra or Pat, have time to make them feel welcome, tell them a bit about what 
we do – where the amenities are – afternoon tea etc.  The committee feels if we had “a host(ess)” 
or two – visitors could be directed their way – and it would encourage them to return to meetings 
hopefully – time and time again, people come as a visitor and never return as it is a bit 
“overwhelming” and there is no obligation to bench at all.  Please think about this role and let us 
know if you are interested.  
 
Please Note:  To be elected to the Committee no matter what the position – YOU MUST BE A 
FINANCIAL MEMBER – fees due before the AGM. 
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Membership Fees will be due the first meeting in 2026 - $15.00.  
You may eft to the account if you prefer remembering to put your 
name and membership beside the deposit. 
 

• IHSI 
• Bendigo Bank 
• BSB – 633 000 
• Account – 114267255 

 
Contact Details:  If you are moving over Christmas or changing phone 
numbers or your email address – please remember to let the secretary 
know – most important that we have your up-to-date contact details at all 

times please. 
 

 
Ipswich Show Gardens for 2026 – President Sandra, Kim, Alex and I have been 
tending the show gardens to have our club part up and ready for the Ipswich May 

Show.  A lot of plants have self-seeded but 
there are some gaps to be filled.  We would 
very much appreciate members growing some 
pots of colour please that can fill in the blanks 
after Christmas when we get stuck  back into 
the garden.  If you can help out, please let us 
know – petunias, marigolds, dianthus, snap 
dragons, that sort of thing. If half the club 

donated one punnet of colour – that would do the job nicely. It is once again good 
exposure for our club as we continue to grow our memberships and let the 
community know about our great Club.  Next working bee – January 2026 for 
planting. 
 
2026 Dates – Message from the President (Members please note your diaries of 
the following dates for next year.) 
 

2026 – Dates – April next year is a very busy month - Easter will be 3 to 6 April 

- QCGC Plant & Floral Fair will be set up 9 April (Thursday) and QCGC Plant 

& Floral Fair will be 10 & 11 April 2026 – Ipswich Orchid Society Show will be 

held 11 & 12 April. IHSI 160th celebrations are on 18 April. QCGC President’s 

Day will be 29 April 2026.  Ipswich Show will be 15 – 17 May –  Many of our 

members will be unavailable in April due to conflicting events.  Therefore, the 

2026 Autumn Show & Market Day will be Saturday 2 May 2026.  The Spring 

Show for 2026 will be held on 7 November 2026. 

 

Last Meeting of Year – 13 December 2025 – Venue: “The Q”, Purga.  

Firstly, presentation by Councillor Madden to Miss Alexandra Burwell of her 

trophy as school beckoned the day of our Xmas Party/Awards Presentation Day.   

https://womentakingastand.blogspot.com/2011/11/answering-call.html
https://womentakingastand.blogspot.com/2011/11/answering-call.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Lovely lunch together to finish off 2025, followed by a short meeting. Below are 

photos of Alex being presented with her awards.  Good work Alex!  Keep it up 

into 2026. 

 

. . . for achieving the most points in the Garden Club Junior 

competition in 2025! 

. 

 
 
 

Position Vacant 2026: Outings Organiser for Ipswich Horticultural Society – 
possibly two outings per year is sufficient.  The pay is phenomenal !!! 
 

Changes to our Benching for 2026 – a trial of 6 months will 
apply. 

 
Firstly, President Sandra wants to encourage everyone to read the Schedule 
please before you come to the meeting.  A schedule can be downloaded from the 
website or ask me, and I will email you one or bring a hard copy to the meeting for 
you.  It makes it easier if you know before you come to a meeting where you will 
place your plant/flower(s) etc. 
 
The problem has been that discs with member numbers are being moved along 
the benches as more members arrive to place their plant etc. on the benches, and 
make a space for them, and the discs are sometimes ending up in front of the 
incorrect exhibits.  It is also the case that it is perhaps not preferable for a Judge 
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to see which member numbers are in front of the exhibits.  At the last meeting we 
chatted about making this a lot simpler and thoughts were exchanged. 
 
Therefore, it was decided by a show of hands that we would trial the following – 
 
After you have read your schedule and you have for example – one bottle with a 
gerbera to place in “Gerberas (page 6 of your schedule) – Class 4 – 1 Gerbera 
Single” you would stick with a piece a sticky tape to your bottle facing the judge 

your class card – on the front you would write clearly “4” and on 
the back you would write your exhibit number say “16” – then 
whoever is stewarding would lift the class card up to reveal the 
member number on the back.   
This way when you get to the meeting, you should be all set to just 
put your exhibit in order on the bench where the gerbera cards are.  
You will also ensure you take your own exhibit home.1  Without 
the discs, it is impossible not to know that the exhibit, using the 

above example, belonged to member number 16.  I will send you all a proforma 
of the class cards well before the meeting – I will also have sheets available 
at our first meeting.  We will trial this starting February 2026. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 I must confess I have taken home one of Sandra’s broms before that looked exactly the same as mine !!  
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Shaleshni enjoying our December meeting. 
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160th Celebrations Update ….  

 

As we know, the date for our celebrations will be 18 April 2026 with the 

venue being Booval Freemasons Centre, 9 Eileen Street, Booval – 11 am for 

11.30 am start.  We are asking members to RSVP before 10 January 2026 

please their intention to attend.   

 

The hall is limited to 100 people full capacity – we will then start inviting 

dignitaries and members from 10 or so, surrounding local garden clubs as 

well as President of the QCGC etc.  If your name is not on the list as of 10 

January, we cannot guarantee a spot for you.  Members will be asked to also 

bring a Lucky Door type item – maximum value $20.00 to go towards the 

raffle – does not need to be one each if a couple but one between you will 

suffice.  Also, we will have a plant stall to raise funds – it would be great to 

have some different things to offer to our guests to buy at the plant stall (so 

potting up a few different things will be very much appreciated) – all plants 

will be donations towards the club please with no sales on commission at this 

event.  Lunch will be catered.  So, get in quick – let me know your intention 

to attend and put the date in your diary! 

 As we come to the end of another blooming 
year, the Committee would like to take a moment to wish everyone a very merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year. It’s been wonderful to see our garden club flourish, thanks to your 
enthusiasm, teamwork, and shared passion for all things green and growing. 

Christmas Message from the Committee …. 

 

 


