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a Welcome to Our First Newsletter of 2026! 4

Welcome to a brand-new year of gardening fun! We hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful
Christmas and managed to sneak in a little time in the garden during the busy festive season.
Here's to 2026 bringing plenty of chances to do what we love most — getting our hands dirty
and watching things grow!

NEXT MEETING

Our first meeting and show for the year will be held on:

7% Saturday 14th February 2026

© st Thomas'’ Anglican Hall, 15 Lawrence Street, North lpswich

© Times
e Sef-up from 12:30 pm
e Meefting starts prompftly at 1:30 pm

As always:
e &8 Free lucky door ticket for everyone attending
e =% Raffle tickets available at the door — $1 each

o = Please feel free to bring a small plate to share for afternoon tea
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We are delighted to welcome Helen Murray cs our judge for the day, and Wendy Lord as our
guest speaker. Wendy will be sharing her knowledge on Propagation — a topic we can all
learn something new from!

MEMBERSHIP FEES ==

A gentle reminder that membership fees are due at the February meeting.

e 2026 Membership Fee: $15.00

If you'd prefer to pay ahead of time, you're welcome to pay online using the club’s bank
details:

Ipswich Horticultural Society Inc.
e BSB: 633000
e Account: 11426755

CHANGES TO THE WAY WE BENCH EXHIBITS

From our next meeting, we will be trialling a new method for benching exhibits. Please read
the information below carefully so everything runs smoothly on the day.

WHAT YOU NEeD 10 DO

Before the meeting

1. Read the schedule so you know which class your
plant, flower, or exhibit belongs in.

e A copy of the schedule is available to Class ...ccoeeeinies
download from the website.

At the meeting

2. Write the class number on the form.
3. Write your exhibitor number on the form. MemberNO. .....c.cueeeee.
4. Fold the form in half.
5

Use sticky tape to attach the form to your exhibit, FIGURE 1: EXHIBITOR FORM
with the class number facing the judge.

Why Are We Making This Change?

Previously, the numbered discs were moved along the benches as members arrived. This
sometimes resulted in discs being placed in front of the wrong exhibits.

It is also preferable that judges do not see exhibitor numbers while judging.
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This new system helps:
o Keep exhibits correctly identified
¢ Maintain anonymity for judging
e Ensure members take home their own exhibit (occasionally very similar exhibits have
been mixed up)
How Does It Work? (Example)
If you are exhibiting:
e One gerberain Gerberas — Class 4: 1 Gerbera
Single (see page 6 of the schedule)
You would:

o  Write “4” (class number) clearly on the front of the
card

o  Write your exhibitor number (e.g. “16"”) on the
back

e Sticky tape the card to your bottle, with the class
number facing the judge

The steward will lift the card to see the exhibitor number when needed.

When you arrive, you can simply place your exhibit in the correct order on the bench where
the gerbera cards are located.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING =]

The 2026 Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held at the March meeting.

e Patrick has advised the committee he will not be standing again as Treasurer, after
an incredible 10 years of service. We sincerely thank Patrick for his dedication and
contribution to the club.

e If you are interested in the Treasurer role, or would like to nominate someone, please
speak with a committee member. Patrick will assist the new Treasurer to ensure a
smooth fransition — you will not be thrown in the deep end. This role is vital to the
ongoing success of the club.

e Colin Power has resigned as Vice-President, effective immediately, due to personal
commitments. While we are sad to see him step down from this role, Colin will
continue as Web Master, and we sincerely thank him for his ongoing support.

= The Vice-President position is now vacant. The Treasurer role will be vacant as of March
2026 (when we hold our AGM). If either role interests you, please reach out to the committee.
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LuckY DOOR PrizEs T

A big thank you to Sandra Logue and Helen Farley for kindly volunteering to bring the Lucky
Door Prizes for February.

We are currently seeking two
volunteers per month for the following
months:

¢ March
e June

o July

e August

e September

o October
A maximum of $20.00 is suggested (but not required).

Prizes can be something lovely you've grown at home.

' A volunteer roster will be available at the sign-in table at the next meeting. It would be
wonderful to see some new volunteers this year!

STEWARD REQUIRED &

As many of you know, our dear friend Ashley is no longer able to drive on doctor’s orders. This
means we are currently short a Steward.

In addition, Patrick will be unavailable for the first two meetings of 2026, so we are also
looking for someone willing to train as a Steward for times when Pat is unavailable.

GREETERS WANTED!

In the New Year, the club would love to infroduce Greeters — friendly faces who:
o  Welcome new and visiting members
e Have achat
e Show them around
e Help everyone feel comfortable and included

If you'd like to volunteer as a Greeter, please contact Helen Farley.
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AFTERNOON TEA HELPERS @
We are also seeking help with Affernoon Tea duties. - = |
e Chris Rowland has kindly volunteered — thank : ”'vv,ck

e |deally, we'd love two helpers, just in case
someone is unable to aftend. ‘ " & 24

yOU, ChI’IS! v t\‘-;. e //A

e Helpers can also advise Sandra or Helen when
supplies are running low.

. Gentle reminder:

Please wash your own cup before leaving — the fairy who washes dirty dishes has officially
quit ¥ &2

GARDEN CLUB MERCHANDISE =

Name Badges
It is recommended that all members have a name badge.
e Cost: $13.50

e To order orreplace a badge, please see Patrick Smith af the next meeting.

Club Polo Shirts
Club polo shirts are optional and purchased at members’ own expense (approximately $40).
e Available from Ipswich Embroidery, Raceview

e Simply tell them which club you belong to and try on a shirt for sizing — they already
have our details on file.

TRADE TABLE

Please feel free to bring along:
e Items you wish fo sell
e Items you would like to donate (with proceeds going to the Club)

¢ Excess produce, cuttings or plants you would like to share or give away

UPCOMING EVENTS ¢

April promises to be an exciting month for garden club members, with two wonderful events
offering opportunities to connect, celebrate, and be inspired.

The Queensland Council of Garden Clubs Plant & Floral Fair returns this April for three inspiring
days, from 9-11 April, at the Mt Coot-tha Auditorium, nestled within the stunning Brisbane
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Botanic Gardens, Mount Coot-tha Road, Toowong. A much-loved highlight of the gardening
calendar, the fair will showcase a spectacular array of plants and floral displays fo delight
gardeners of all levels. Enjoy engaging guest speakers, expert advice on growing plants, and
discover how to connect with garden clubs and plant societies. Visitors can also look forward
to a photography competition, raffle, refreshments, and hundreds of plants available for
purchase. Club members are warmly encouraged to get involved by exhibiting, with a full
event schedule to be shared prior to the fair.

Later in the month, members are invited to celebrate a significant milestone at the 160t
Anniversary of the Ipswich Horticultural Society Garden Club on 18t April. The celebration will
take place at Booval Freemasons Centre, Eileen Street, Booval. Guests are asked to arrive at
11.00 am, with the proceedings commencing at 11.30 am. This occasion marks 160 years of
friendship and a shared love of gardening and promises to be a memorable event.

If you have not yet RSVP'd for this event, please do so as soon as possible by contacting Helen
Farley.

HELP OUR GARDEN CLUB GROW 4

Feel free to bring along a friend, family member, neighbour, or anyone who may be
interested in joining our club. Visitors are always welcome.

FLORAL ART SCHEDULE - 2026

Month Themes

February A Posy Bowl | Flower Power | Summer’s End

March Destination Japan (lkebana) | Two of a Kind | Loop de Loop
April Shades of Autumn | A Float Bowl | A Patio Design
May Mother's Day | Green is Fine | Reflection

June Rainforest Fun | A Gift Spray | An Unusual Container
July A Desert View |Beauty in a Vase | Parallel

August Impact (One Flower) | As You Like It | At the Seaside
September In the Country | Up High | Simplicity

October Colour Impact | Elegance | Halloween

November Christmas is Coming | A Table Centre | Ho-Ho-Ho
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Elected at AGM: 15 March 2025
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Patron Councillor Jim Madden
President: Sandra Logue 0411 066 787
Vice President: vacant

Treasurer: Patrick Smith

Secretary: Helen Farley 0498 205705
Committee: Lenora Neuendorff

Tina Holland
Helen Reich
Sandra Harvey
Anita Dwyer

Lynette Rose

Assistant and Points Secretary:

Sandra Harvey

Honorary Member

Rob Wilson (Mountain Man)

Stewards: Ashley Haag
Patrick Smith
Sandra Harvey

Librarian: Anita Dwyer

Raffle Convenor: Patrick Smith

Afternoon Tea Convenor:

Tina Holland

Newsletter Editor

Melissa Barton Melissa.Barton2é6@telstra.com
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WEBSITE
Don't forget to check out the latest club information on our website:
= https://ipswichhortgardenclub.com.au
@ Ipswich Horticultural Society Garden Club Inc. A HoME o CONTACT NOVEMBER MEETING B ouwr @ LINKs TO
Site last updated Sth January 2026 IMAGE GALLERY NEWSLETTERS »  OTHER CLUBS +

Welcome to Ipswich
Horticultural Society Garden
L) Clllb Inc- QIJD-

HORT/cu\T URAL
SOCIE™

Celebrating 160 years of 'Friendship Through Flowers' in 2026.

Join our Facebook Like onr Facebook
Group Page

DID YOU KNOW? There are more microorganisms in one teaspoon of soil than there are people

uncomfortable, but microbes are important for keeping your soil full of nufrients.

Source: https://www.yates.com.au/garden-hub/garden-trivia/
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Would you like to contribute an article to our club newsletter, or do you have ideas on how
we can make it even bettere

If so, please feel free to contact Melissa — we'd love to hear from you!

We're looking forward to a fantastic year ahead and hope to see many familiar (and newl)
faces at our February meeting.

Happy gardening!
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